
IMMINENT
The Navy Department Putting

Forth Its Strength for Wan

Positive Orders for Specify Preparations
in All the Yards.

Great Britain Will Demand the Release
of Her Captive Subjects and Rep¬
aration for Her Murdered Nine.

She Is to Strike an Inde¬
pendent Blow.

Fnrther Hoodwinking About Our
Spanish Friendly Relations.

Diplomatic Dodging Toward Sec¬
retary Fish.

NEWS FROM MADRID.

TELEGRAM TO THE NEW YORK HEBALO.
A Note to tbe United States Government

Under Cabinet Consideration.The Vir¬

ginias Case Not To Be (Submitted to

Amperor Willielm.
Madrid, Nov. 25, 1873.

A Cabinet council was held yesterday, at which

a note to be sent to the government of the United
States was under consideration. It is denied that

the Spanish government is disposed to submit tbe

Virginias question to the Emperor of Germany for

Arbitration.

NEWS FROM CUBA.

TELEGRAM to I he new ycrk herald.
Spanish Press Opinion on VVar-Kvcn
Without the Mother Country's Aid,
Spanish Cuba Would Keep Safe the
Banner.

Havana, Nov. 25, 1873.
Tlie Dtario ae ui Marina ban an editorial to-day,

©/which the following is an extract:
"The Washington government Knows to-day and

the United States Congress will know to-morrow
the justice with which the Spanish authorities
have acted. They will take care of the national
honor without suffering themselves to be in
flucnced by the cries of the masses, who
know not what these Cuban 'patriots' are.
Tar from our minds be the ieeling of
arrogance; further still the feeling of
debility from our hearts. We neither seek nor
shun peril. If the Americans oblige us to fight, light
we will. If the mother country can aid us we will
thank her; but if we must contend alone there
are enough Spaniards in Cuba to keep our banner
¦afc. We will sell very dearly that which was once
the most brilliant flower in the crown of Castile."

JPrcas Opinion »s to Arbitration.The
Idea or Snrh a Method of Settlement a

fabrication of tbc Enemy.Serenade
to 8©ler Y. PIa.

Havana, Nov. 25, 1873.
The Constancia indignantly repudiates the idea

that Spain could consent to submit the settlement
©f the Virginius question to arbitration. It does
rot believe that such a proposition has been seri¬
ously entertained, and pronounces the Madrid
despatch reporting It a pure fabrication of the
enemies of Spain, who seek by this and
similar lalsehoods to mislead public opin¬
ion. It continues:."Our country cannot
have descended to such a degree as
to abdicate the rights of a free nation. We think
the laborantes and their sympathizers invented
this suggestion, with ends that all loyal Spaniards
can divine, knowing well that the object of all their
intrigues and falsehoods is to defeat the right of
Hpaln to seize such vessels as the Virginius and
punish in accordance with the law of all nations
the Mlibusters they may bring to our shores."

SERENADE TO 8EN0R SOLER Y PIA.
A grand reception and serenade were given to¬

night to Seller Soler y Pia, the Colonial Minister, at
the Casino Gspafiol.

IMPORTANT FROM WASHINGTON.
(Illlclal Concealment Ceases.Chiefs of
"*T*i Bureaus Ordered to Put Forth
Full Strength In Making Ready.Ad¬
miral Case, of the European Squad¬
ron, Ordered to Key West, heaving
only One Ship at Cadiz.

Washington, Nov. 25, 1873.
The mask has fallen. Between duplicity and

diplomacy the Information imparted to corre¬

spondents in Washington during the past week
has been bnt a scries of positive statements coun¬

teracted by positive denials of what the warlike
purposes of the government really meant. It is now
tieyond concealment that every effort is being put
forth in anticipation of actual hostilities with
fipaln. The Secretary of the Navy last evening re-
.celved Information which quickened, if possible,
the activity of his department in preparing for the
crisis. Orders, peremptory and plenary, were Is¬
sued by the Secretary to the chiefs of the bureaus of

ordnance, equipment and recruiting, yards and
docks, navigation, medicine and surgery, pro¬
visions and clothing, steam engineering and con-

¦tructlon and repair, to proceed at once

to put the navy in the best possible
condition, without waiting for bis approval,
(he chief of each bureau to sec that his
orders were executed with the least possible
delay, and to consider themselves at liberty to act
In an unrestricted manner. The results to be ob¬
tained were Immediate, and prompt action was

expected. The next orders issued were to Hear
Admiral Case, commanding the European
.qnadron, to leave but one ship at

Cadiz, and proceed with the other vessels
under hill steam to Key West. Despatcncs were

(hen prepared for the Bear Admirals commanding
the South Pacific and youth Atlantic stations,
rtrhlch are now on their way to order all
the vessels of their fleets to Key West
onder steam, and report to the Navy Department
ui that, point.
A telegram was sent to the commander of the

'last India squadron informing him of the gravity
of the sltnation, and to issue orders at once to

.very vessel of the fleet to prepare for any cmer-

gency.
The Macedonian, a relic of the war of IR12, was

ordered to Key West as a storeship for ordnance
.upplicH, and Commander F. R. Smith to duty at
that point as inspector of ordnance. A chief en¬

gineer was ordered, with a large detail of founders
and mechanics, to report ut the same point, to

look after the repairs of the iron clada equipped with

apparent for distilling water for the use of the fleet,
antk-aii tho paraphernalia for keeping 'he ve»t

lh, complete order, similar to what England did

during the Crimean war.

The heavy Iron-clad Roanoke. now fitting out

at New York, was assigned to the hurbor

defence or that city. The Dictator to

Key Wear, and the plana of the deck of the Colorado
ordered to be changed ho as to allow an Increase
of armament of H inch genu.
Secretary Robeson at nine o'clock took the train

for Philadelphia, where he personally directed
the work to be done on the iron¬
clads at League Island, and to-morrow will

reach Brooklyn to inspect the work already fln-
lbl.ed and give such orders as In las judgment may
he necessary.
To-day telegrams were sent to the commandants

at Portsmouth, llostoo, Norfolk, Pensacola and
Mare Island, directing them to hasten with the

utmost despatch the work already assigned them.

In the War Department the Engineer Bureru
was engaged in preparing plans ror the placing ol

torpedoes lor all the harbor defences of the coast.

When the news was received at the Navy De¬

partment that the British government had actu¬

ally ordered her largest and most efficient ves¬

sels in the Norih American squadron to proceed
at once to Cubau waters, there was no mistaking
the feeling which found expression In such terms

as "That is the best news yet;" "England is always
ready for whatever may happen;» "She keeps a

first class Iron-clad in the most remote waters;"
..11 the British government has done this it means
that our sluggish government will receive a lesson

not soon forgotten."
While the uews was being discussed a subordi¬

nate naval officer remarked that the newspapers
insisted that everything was pacific. "1 should,
say that everything was Atlantic," said a vener¬

able officer, as he brushed away the dust lrom the
covers of a copy of the "British Admiralty Navy
List." The list was quickly scanned for the

name of the Royal Alfred, tne flagship of the
North American and West India squadron. She Is

armor plated, of 4,068 tons, and 800 horse power,
commanded by Captain Henry F. Nicholson, and
bears the broad pennant of Vice Admiral Edward E.
Fanshawe. The Danae, which has already arrived at

Santiago to carry out the order of the British gov¬
ernment is or 1,28? tons, carrying six guns, and the

Woodiark, of 6C3 tons and three gnns, is also there.
The Bellerophon, now on her way to

Cuba, to eventually relieve the Royal
Albert, is an armor-plated ship, carrying
16 guns, and commanded by Captain R. Wells, and
will be the flagship of Rear Admiral Wellesley.
On arriving at Bermuda she will also be

"assigned lor duty in Cuban waters until the

present troubles are over. The same prepara¬
tions are being made under orders lrom the British

government that are now being carried out by our

government.
This inlormatlou, which has already reached

Madrid, was undoubtedly the cause of the volumi¬
nous despatches which were received last night
and to-day at the Spanish legation and
the State Department. The British Legation
also received very long cable telegrams, the pur¬
port of which, it is said, relate to instructions to

the British Minister respecting the Virginius
mutter.

pj-jijj state department

was aglow with excitement. The Secretary was

evidently very much concerned at the news

received bitli from Sickles and our Minister In
London. The salvation of the Spanish Re¬
public depended upon one man, and that
was Castelar. His removal would end all hope for

peacelul settlement ol the pending questions. Die
buzz or curiosity pervaded the whole building.
The clerks went about the building as though the
head of the department was in a dying condition.
Conversation was carried on In a low voice for fear
the anxiety which could not be kept from the face
might be doubly told in their words, and the out¬
side world would learn of the serious state of
affairs which really existed. Ink in this emergency
was'of no avail. The secretary proceeded to the
White House to attend
THE MOST IMPORTANT CABINET MEETINd EVER IIEU>

UNDER THIS ADMINISTRATION,
the result of which will appear in the President's
message, for there is now no hope of matters
mending before the meeting of Congress.

The War Peeling Revived Owing to
the Rumored Fall ot the Caetelar
Administration . Naval Preparations
on the Fullest Scale.Great Britain
Will Demand the Release of Her
Subjects and Indemnity for the
Families of the Murdered Nine.

Washington, Nov. 26, 1873.
The war feeling has revived to-day. For a day or

two everything has been comparatively quiet-
The iudustrious rumor-maker has slept upon his
pen. Everybody who had anything to say on the
subject ventured the opinion that there would be
no war. This opinion was given in a languid-
weary way. as if tne subject under discussion had
forever lost its interest. Last night came news
that changed all this. Information was received
by the government that the Republic of Casteiar
was on the verge of a downfall; that there was a

conspiracy on the part ol the monarchists to over¬
throw the Republic and secure the accession of a

representative or royalty. This has again brought
up the old war feeling.

THE NAVY PBrARTMF.NT STILL ACTIVE.
At the Navy Department to-day there has been

the greatest possible activity. Upon receiptor the
news last night, secretary Robeson left for Phil¬
adelphia, where he is personally inspecting the
work. Thence he will go to New York for the same
purpose. The present attitude of the Navy Depart¬
ment Indicates that the government is redoubling
its preparations for war, from whicn it may be in¬
ferred that hostilities arc more imminent to-day
than they were during the earlier stuge of the
Cuban excitement. For some reason or other
GREAT BRITAIN 8KKM8 PARTICULARLY ANXIOUS TUAT

THERE SHOULD HK A WAR
between this country and Spain. The object In
view Is explained by some on the ground of Eng¬
land's dislike to see the Republic iu .Spain triumph,
and Its desire to hasten any complication which
would bring about its downfall. The course that
she is about to pursue in relation to the British
subjects captured on the Virginlus will, It is
thought, force, by power of Its bold example, the
United States into making an aggressive move,
though there is no doubt that whatever difficulties
may arise bet ween this country and Spam, Great
Britain will not take a hand in the fight.
Information has been received this afternoon

that
A BRITISH FLEET IS NOW UNDER WAT TO CUBA,

with orders to obtain the release of 16 British sub-
jects taken on board the Virginlus, who arc im¬
prisoned at, Nanttago. This release is to be ob¬
tained ny lair means, If possible, hnt to be ob¬
tained anyhow. In addition to the vessels already
under way the most powernil iron-clad In the Brit¬
ish squadron, the Royal Alfred, flagship or the Ad¬
miral, carrying lfi guns, lias been ordered to sail
from Bermuda to Havana. The British fleet In the
West Indies is not as numerous as the Spanish,
but still a formidable one. Great Britain
will demand, besides the release of the 16 British
prisoners, indemnity for the families of nine exe¬
cuted ones, t>nt is to proceed independently of any
action on the part, of the Fblted states. The ie
prisoners above mentioned are all Jamaica
negroes, luotny minors, and this explains the

reason why their British nationality became so

easily known to their government. They were

shipped on board the Virginias at Kingston, but. on
learning the perilous nature of the expedition,
attempted to escape. They were caught and put
In irons by those in command ol the V'irginius.
Cabinet Discussion on the Situation.
Supposed Receipt of Despatches by
Secretary Fish and Admiral Polo.
The Secretary and Minister in Con.
ference.The Peace Tone Prevailing.
Naval Matters.

WASHINGTON, NOV. 26, 1873.
The Cabinet was in session only about two hours

to-day. All the members were present except
Secretary Kobeson, who is In Philadelphia In con¬
nection witn naval preparations. The Spunlsh
question was debated, but no additional lacts were

presented by the Secretary of State, nor was any
new action taken relative to the subject. Nothing
has occurred since the capture of the Virginius
and the executions winch followed to show that
the Spanish government is influenced by any but a

friendly desire to preserve
PEACE BETWEEN TliE TWO NATIONS,

and, if possible, to cultivate stronger relations of
lriendshlp. This government will act toward
Spain as toward all other countries in cases of con¬

troversy, and await with proper respect replies to
our complaints. There Is, however, anxiety ex¬
pressed for intelligence from Spain of a decisive
character, in order that Congress may, in the
President's Message, be made acquainted with the
facts. There are
INDICATIONS THAT DESPATCHES WERE RECEIVED

to-ulglit by both Secretary Fish and Admiral Polo,
the Spanish Minister from Madrid, of a character
which gives, more than heretofore, promise of a

peaceful solution of the present complications;
and it is known that these gentlemen were in pri¬
vate conference for several hours to-night at the
residence of Mr. Fish, comparing despatches and
discussing generally the situation of affairs. It
seems to be the impression that instead of our

government having to wait for reports from
Minister Sickles concerning the Spanish Cabinet's
views,
THE SPANISH CABINET HAH CONFERRED EXTRAORDI¬

NARY POWERS ON ADMIRAL POM)

to communicate directly with our government
through the Secretary ol State. At all events, the
Spanish Minister is now brought into more inti¬
mate communication with Secretary Fiflh than at

any time since the present trouble began. It was
remarked to-night by a gentleman prominently
connected with tins government that things look
iar more hopeful now than ever,

THE NAVY DEPARTMENT,
informing itself of the facilities of the various pri¬
vate shipyards and engine factories, has given out
altogether the following named work, which is
being vigorously prosecuted
Quintan! A Murphy, engines for new sloops;

Deiamater Iron Works, repairing Dictator; Atlantic
Iron Works, of Boston, building engines for two

sloops; Ilartford Iron Works, engines for sloops-
of-war; Champ A Sons, of Philadelphia, overhauling
four monitors; Harlan A Hollingsworth, of Wil¬
mington, overhauling three monitors; Wright A
Co., of Xewburg, building engines for sloops-of-
war; Roach A Sons' Morgan Iron Works, at New
York, repairing Koanoke and building engines for
sloops-of-ward; and at Chester, building two sloops-
of-war and their machinery and repairing two
monitors.
The work now being done is all within the ap¬

propriation made by Congress.
A letter from Norfolk speaks of the arrival of the

steamer Osslpee from Newport alter
ONE OF THE MOST KEMAUKABLE PASSAGES,

for severity of weather, probably on record. Alter
being an hour at sea, on Sunday, she encountered
a terrific cyclone, accompanied with hail, of about
00 minutes' duration. At midnight the severe wind
eulmlnatcu in another cyclone. Next evening the
ship encountered another and more furious tem¬
pest. It lasted all Monday night and part of the
next day. A third storm, accompanied with snow,
subsequently overtook her. The Ossipee has proven
to be one of the most seaworthy and thoroughly
reliable ships that ever floated, and an hands on
board are loud in their expressions of admiration
of her admirable sea-going qualities.
TUE SHAWMPT TO BE FITTED Ol'T.THE FORTCNE

LAUNCHED.
Orders were received at the Washington Navy

Yard this morning to tit the Shawmut for sea with
all possible despatch. In order to carry out the
above order the heads of the different mechanical
departments of the yard will put to work all the
men that can be employed to advantage, both
night and day. The Fortune was launched this
morning and will be ready for sea in a few days.
She will carry two 30 pound rifled guns in addition
to her torpedo attachment.

The Rumored Change of Administration
In Spain.Wo Official Advices on the
Subject.Continuance of Naval Prepa¬
rations.

Washington, Nov. 25, 1873.
The first intimation yesterday of a probable

change oi administration in Spain, with Serrano as

Dictator, came through British official sources.

To-day the story Is varied in another quarter-
namely, that the Castelar government is to be
overthrown by a combination of ruling Spaniards.
The plan is said to include the establishment of
Marshal Serrano as Kegent for the young Duke
Alionso. Our government has no official advices
on the subject, nor does it consider these reports
trustworthy.
CONCERNING TUB ORDERS FOR SC8FEN8ION AT TUB

NAVY YARDS.
The Construction Bureau of the Navy Depart¬

ment says if work at any of the navy yards has
been suspended it is not because of orders from
Washington. It was only to-day that orders were
sent from the bureau to make some additional re¬

pairs on the Colorado at New York. The Koanoke
is not intended lor tne North Atlantic squadron,
but for the mouth of the harbor, and as for the
Dictator, there was very little work remaining to
be done to her.
How the Joint Claims Commission Was
Brought About.Scnor Sagasta's Diplo¬
matic hectares to Secretary Pish.A
Parallel Drawn Between Acts of the
United States During the Rebellion and
Those of Spain In Cuba.

Washington, Nov. 25, 1873.
When Mr. Pish directed Mr. Sickles to bring to

the notice of the Spanish government the several
decrees of Captain General Valmascda, authorizing
aud directing summary arrests aijjj imprisonments,
military executions and destructions and embar¬
goes of property as agencies in the sup¬
pression of the Cuban rebellion and to pro¬
test against the same as violations of the
Treaty of 1705, the late Sefior sagasta, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, defended those de¬
crees on the ground that they were necessities of

war, abounding in historical precedents and sanc¬

tioned by the rules of modern international law.
Mr. Sagasta quoted particularly the wholesale
and Indiscriminate devastation by General Sher¬
man of tho country he traversed on the cele^
brated march from Atlanta to the sea, and the
instructions for the government of armies in the
field prepared by the late Dr. Liebcr and promul¬
gated by the late Secretary Stanton. These in¬
structions, defined by Mr. Sagasta as the first codi¬
fication of the laws of war, recognize
THE LEGALITY OF TUB DESTRUCTION OR MUTILATION

OK ARMED ENEMIES AND PERSONS
and the seizure and destruction of property, and
count as rebels those In a territory occupied or

conquered by an army who rise against that army
or the authorities it has established. They incur
the penalty of death whether they rise singly or in

number, or at the Instigation of their government
or not. They are not prisoners of war, nor en¬

titled to treatment as such, even where they arc

discovered and arrested before their conspiracy
has attained to open rebellion, or before they have
committed any acts of violence. Mr. Sagasta was

certain that the United States government would
not disown theso principles, whatever others
might think of them, and he was quite
as certain that their scope hail never

been exceeded In the conduct of the
Spanish authorities in Cuba or even completely
filled, and he professed surprise that Spain should
be so severely Judged for Ibt partial use of the
powers and rights claimed and exercised by other
nations, Mr. oagty?i» ateo complained of the UJofi-.,

cal course of secretary Fish In denouncing the
measures of the Spanish officials in relation to

EMBARGOING TIIK PROPERTY OK INSURGENTS
as a violation of the treaty rights of American citi¬
zens, without waiting to see if any such citizens
were really injured by the decree of embargo,
whether those who claimed to be injured were

really American cit'zens, and whether they had
been denied justice in the ordinary administration
of local justice, lie also threw In the teeth
of Mr. Fish the latter's instructions to our

Consul General at Havana In May, 1869, Intended to
limit the mischievous claims of native Cubans wno

assumed the character of American citizens or

Spanish subjects, as their personal safety and
pecuniary interests suggested. Further than this,
he took up the seventh article of the Treaty of 1795,
upon which Mr. Fish depended for the restriction,
in form of American citizens, real or assumed, of
the right claimed by Spain under the recognized
laws of war to suppress an insurrection within
her own territory. He analyzed the article, and
argued that the embargo referred only to the de¬
tention of vessels or the takiug of effects for the
use of military expeditions or tor any public or

private use. He maintained that the embargo
meant was that known by the name of anyaria,
as defined in the dictionary of the Spanish Acad¬
emy, and
I't'T IT TO TilE LOGICAL ACUMEN OK COMMON SENSE

OK OUK SECRETARY OK STATE
whether it was a supposable case that one govern¬
ment would deliberately conclude a convention
with another by which it stripped Itself of the
means of effcctuully controlling those who
might endanger its very existence. Mr.
Kagasta reminded our government that It
had precedent claims to whatever censure or
originality attached to the use of embargo In gen¬
eral, by ouotirig for its information the act of Cou-
gressofJuly 17,1862, requiring the President to seize
the estates and personal property of me Southern
rebels, ami apply tiie proceeds to the support of
the army of the United States, and the President's
order to the military commanders to execute the
law for him within their respective jurisdictions,
Next Mr. sagunta reculled to the memory of the Sec-
retary of State that the principle or international
law, which holds mat the stranger who violates the
lawB of the country in which he abides is denied
the protection of that country to which he belongs,
and thus putting himself beyond the pale of inter¬
national law, remains wholly subject to the law of
the place where he resides. Finally, Mr. Sagarta
agreed to

TUB APPOINTMENT OK A JOINT COMMISSION
to settle the claims of American citizens who might
fall of Justice in the Spanish courts of Cuba or from
the Spanish government after prool ol tneir citizen¬
ship and their previous grievances, it was from
this correspondence that gftw the Spanish-Ameri¬
can Claims Commission, alter mucn additional dis¬
cussion and further concessions on the part of
Spain, in probable exchange lor the forbearance ol
our government in withholding recognition of
Cuban belligerency.
The ract which Mr. Fish flnijs most difficult now

to get over is, that the Spanish government long
ago assumed the iegal responsibility for the mode
ofconducting tbe war in Cuba, auil defended the
implication of American citizens and their prop¬
erty In the casualties of civil war on high legal
grounds, making concessions only by way of good
will and in virtual barter for our long preserved
neutrality. All this is considered here as evidence
that Spanish diplomacy is as much superior to that
of our State Department as her iron-dads are to
wooden bulks.

NAVAL PREPARATIONS.

Orders Have Not Been Countermanded
at the Brooklyn Navy Yard.The Work
Goes Bravely On.Opinions of Officers
Upon the Subject of War.
The news from Washington, published in the

Herald yesterday, to the effect that the Secretary
of the Navy had ordered that all work should be
suspended on board the iron-clads and monitors,
bad the effect of causing consternation among the
mechanics, who were looking lorward to a con¬
tinuance of employment. Among the officers of the
station the feeling of chagrin was very great, as
they had hoped that there was "business ahead
this time." As the clay wore on and neither mails
or telegraph brought intelligence effecting business
in the navy yard, a more hopeful outlook dawned,
and the warlike work went merrily
on in each and every department.
None of the orders transmitted to officers,
detaching them from shore duty and
ordering them to ships were countermanded,
despite the published Information of the Navy
Department concerning the revocation of orders.
Indeed, in every department the work went
bravely forward. A number of men were taken on
in tbe morning, bnt the outside pressure for em¬
ployment continues very great, and -hundreds
stand about the Navy Yard gate the live-long day
watting for an opportunity to talk with this "boss''
or that "prominent politician" and solicit his aid
in procuring work. The total force employed is
2,000, of which 542 are In the Steam Engineering
Department, 300 in the Equipment Department and
230 in the Ordnance Department, the balance being
absorbed by tbe Provision and Clothing and other
Bureaus.
The Colorado has her top gallantmasts up, and

her rigging will be completed by Saturday. There
were 450 men occupied m fitting her out yester¬
day. CoallDg is progressing rapidly, the bunkers
being tail. Shot and shell are being stored in the
magazine night and day. Painters and carpenters
are at work on the interior and the caulkers on
the sides, while the decks arc being scraped and
cleaned.
The Minnesota, which Is destined to be the

divisional flagship of Commodore Bodgers, has 115
men at work. The Florida has 50 machinists and
a number of carpenters at work. Her pent hous¬
ing was undergoing demolition yesterday.

i be iron three-turreted ship Roanoke is In the
nands of John RoacU's machinists, there being 89
inen engaged In overhauling her macuinery. The
monitor Dictator gives work to 78 boiler makers
ami other machinists iTom Roach's Iron Works.
The store ship Supply, Captain liabcock, will

come no to the yard to-day and will go out of com¬
mission on Thursday next.
There was a very large influx of visitors at the

yard yesterday, and Mr. Hippie, the gentleman
who issues the passes, was kept busy in acceding
to the requests of applicants for the privilege of
exploring the wonders of the Navy Yard. Captain
Ralph Chandler will resume his post as assistant
executive to-day, having returned from nis tripsouth with the steam yacht America.

REINKOR* KMKNTS.
on Monday afternoon the mall steamship which

sailed lor South America carried orders to Rear
Admiral tstrong, of the South American squadron,
to proceed at once with his flagship, the United
States sloop-of-war Lancaster, to Key West. Fla.,
and report for further orders. This Is Important,
as it shows aa Intention on the part of
the Secretary of the Navy to augment the fleet in
Cuban waters to such an extent, that should an
early aggressive policy be decided upon by Con¬
gress next week, a fleet will be available.

captain ransom.
the executive officer or tbe vaidwas nappy yes¬terday morning upon not findlug anything in the
Washington mails to defer his hopes of early as¬
suming command or the noble ship to which be
has been assigned.the Colorado. He expects to
be relieved on this station, on Monday next, byCaptain R. W, Shuleldt. When questioned upouthe change of the slination, he remarked"The
prospects are not, perhaps, what I would wish, but
the chances for war are by no means over." His
individual views are mast decided upon the issue
at stake, and bis record warrants the assertion
that in the event of hostilities be will win honor
for the navr and promotion lor the Colorado's com¬
mander.

A CHAPLAIN'S OPINION.
Chaplain Dorrance, who is one of the oldest per¬

sons In tbe uavy, was one of those with whom the
writer conversed upon the war question. The
Chaplain is on the retired list, and is in sentiment,
in keeping with his professioH, a man of pearc.
"There will be no war, sir," remarked the Chap¬lain. "No war, sir. This agitation of the question

has come to some good, but It is a great pity that
it should have been permitted to' die out so aoou,
lor this reason.we were getting along very nicely;
we were preparing our ships and putting them in
good condition. If this work is to stop tiere, then
the Interests of the navy will suffer. Our ships
were sadly in need oi repairs. That which theyhave undergone during the past two weeks is verygood, as I said, hat we should keep it up, until the
Western Congressmen open their eyes to a con¬
sciousness of the fact that a great nation such us
ours should have a navy to protect our com¬merce."

Tue Naval Constructor, Mr. Hanscom, says he
"does not believe the work will be stopped on ibis
station.". Mr. Yardly, the secretary ol Admiral
Rowan. ilTd not anticipate any stoppage of the
work in hand, and could not account for the news¬
paper despatch to the contrary from Washington.VIEWS OF A I.IKI'TKN ANT.
A lieutenant witu wtvm Uic reporter tailed

said that lie was astonished and disheartened
when he read ot the "hack trai'k" which Uncle
Ham was taking in the Spanish outrage question.He said lie could not see how we could hack out of
our position and aiterwarus claim any credit in the
title ol American citizen, our navy hail been dis-
gracefully overlooked bv Congress since the war,and the consequence is that we have descended in
the scale of nations in the estimation of the outside
world, wno judge of national strength not unfre¬
quently by force of fleets and the superiority of
metal. "I still hope," saui the speaker, "that the
depressing news may not he vended, and that
everv vessel In our navy may he fitted out and
manned lor service. At tins yard they worked all
last night and they will continue to work to-uignt."It is expected that .secretary Kolieson will visit
the Navy Yard to-day for the purpose of conferringwith the officials concerning the work in progress.

Naval Assignments.
Washington, Nov, 25,1873.

Assistant Paymaster Lawrence G. Hoggs and
Assistant Surgeon liainpden Aullck are ordered to
the Despatch.
Second Assistant Engineer George Cowlc, Jr., to

the Mayflower.
Captain C. B. ii. Caldwell has reported his arrival

home, having been detached from the Lancaster,
of the South Atlantic station, on the 24th ult., and
ordered to duty in charge of the naval rendezvous
at Hoston. .

Captain George II. Preble Is detached from com¬
mand of the naval rendezvous at Boston and or¬

dered to continue on special duty.
Commander James A. Greer is detached from the

command of the Tigress and placed on waiting
orders.
Lieutenant Commander N. Mayo Dyer Is de¬

tached from the command of the torpedo station
and ordered to command the Mayflower.
Lieutenant Commander L. 1. Hlgginson Is de¬

tached from the Naval Academy and ordered to the
Franklin as executive officer.
Lieutenants George F. Wilkins and Robert M.

Berry are aetachcd from the Tigress and placed on

waiting orders.
Lieutenant Thomas M. Gardner is detached from

the command of the Mayflower and ordered to
the Portsmouth Navy Yard.
Lieutenant Wells S. Fields has reported his

arrival at San Francisco, having been detached
from the Lackawanna, of the Asiatic squadron,
and ordered to Washington for du.y lu the Bureau
of Navigation.
Aiting Assistant Hnrgeon J. W. Elston is de¬

tached from the Tigress and ordered to temporary
duty at the New York Naval Hospital.
Assistant Paymaster George E. Bangs Is de¬

tached from the Tigress and ordered to settle his
accounts.
First Assistant Engineer John P. Kelly is de¬

tached from the naval station at New London and
ordered to the Philadelphia Navy Yard.

First Assistant Engineer George W. Melville and
Second Assistant William A. Mintza are detached
from the Tigress and ordered to the Philadelphia
Navy Yard.
Mo Suspension at tlte Philadelphia Navy

Yard.
Philadelphia, Nov. 25, 1873.

The work in the Navy Yard was as brisk to-dav as

at any time since our relations with Spain oecarue

threatening.
Commander Mullany positively denied that

there was any truth in the report, so far as the
Philadelphia yard was concerned, that orders had
been received from the Navy Department stopping
work. Orders were Issued to-day to not admit any
visitors on any pretext. Admiral Porter was here
to-day and made a thorough inspection of the
yard.
Orders were received to-day by the commander

of the Plnta, which is to be a despatch boat be¬
tween Key West and our Cuban fleet, to proceed to

Key West immediately.
The Osstpec and iltaliopac UfT for Key

Wetl,
Fortress Monroe, Ya., Nov. 25, 7873.

The United States steamer ossipee and the mon¬
itor Mahopac, which were detained In the Koads
yesterday by the storm, sailed at eight o'clock
this morning for Key West, with a fair wind.

'Working Day and Might on Cartridges.
The Colorado Likely to Be Pitted for
Sea.

Boston, Nov. 25, 1873.
The United States Cartridge Company commence

this week to run their works day and night, with
two sets of men. They have pressing orders for
several million cartridges from the War and Navy
departments and also large orders for commercial
work.

It is said that the United States frigate Colorado
will be brought from New York to the Cbarlestown
Navy Yard to be fitted for sea.

Recruits Landed at Key West.
Key West, Fla., Nov. 25, 1873.

The steamer General Meade stopped off the bar
to-day, and landed recruits for the naval squadron
here.

THE PUBLIC MIND ON THE CRISIS.

People Becoming Distrustful of tike
Policy of the Government.The Veter¬
ans of 1813-"Life In the Old Dogs
Yet".Affairs Among the Cubans.
The war sentiment among the people Is less

demonstrative than It was a few days ago in this
city; but It exists none the less universally.It is
only exhausted In discussion, and disgusted
through the evidences which have evinced them¬
selves that the government is paving the way for
a sort of milk-and-water back down; for In that
light alone will any lengthy arbitration between
the American and Spanish governments be con¬
sidered. Every one who has bad an opinion to
express on the outrage itself has expressed It
long since and repeated It 600 times, and now they
criticise the probable course of the government.
Broadway yesterday, In celebration of the fact of

the anniversary of Evacuation Day, was literally
lurid with the national colors floating from the
flagstafTs on the housetops, and there is no reason
to doubt but that a great proportion of this more
than cnstomary display was due to the war senti¬
ment which so powerfully agitates the public mind
at present.
The veterans of the war of 1812 in the course of

the proceedings of celebration yesterday adopted
the following resolutions
Whereas the flan of our country, for which we fought

in the war of 1812 «nd 1814, has been grossly insulted and
numbers ot our citizens murdered, while the efforts of
our duly accredited consuls have been met with con¬
tempt and darision; and whereas in the capture ol the
Virginias and inhuman slaughter ot her passengers and
crew, while sailing under the American Hap, we feel that
every principle of humanity has been outraged, and the
laws of all civilised nations violated; aud whereas the
Cuban patriots have been several years struggling tor
their independence without receiving any recognition
from the American government, who should look bacK
at their own struggle Ipr liberty and be the first to ex¬
tend the hand of irtendahip to Cuba's Independent sons,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the honor of onr country demands that
American citizens shall be protected as well in foreign
lands as at home, as well at sea as on land; it Is the duty
of our government to protect her oitizens and defend our
flag In such a manner that no foreign Power shall dare
to blot its brilliant folds with the stigma of dishonor or
disresitect.
Resolved, That as war appears to he the means by

which we can obtain satisfactory redress for the glaring
outrage and horrible butcheries of Santiago de Cuba,
which cast a slur on our national honor and trails our
flag In the dust, that we, as Americans and veteran sol¬
diers and sailors, request the American government to
exact full and cotnpW'tt satisfaction from Spain for the
outrages committed by her representatives in Cuba.
Resolved, That it Spain cannot control her officers In

Cuba, and does not held them responsible tor their ac¬
tions, it tweomes the plain duty of our government to
exercise Its power, and by force of arms protect our
citizens in all their rights and privileges.
Resolved, That it is but right and just that the United

States should accord to Cuba belligerent rights aud re¬
cognize her as a free State.
Resolved, That as the young men of onr countrv (in

case of w ar) will go forth to do battle tor their countryunder Its starry banner, while we are compelled to
remain home, we, therefore, tender our services to theUnited states government lor the purpose of perlorniinggarrison duty in and about the harbor of New York
The news spread yesterday among the Cubans

that the Republic of Castelar had ceased to exist:
and the general Idea was tnat this new complica¬tion would make the Virginias matter still more
complicated In a diplomatic point of view. A
Hekai.d reporter called at the omce of the Amlgosde Cuba yesterday afternoon, at No. 52 Exchange
piaee, while the matter was under discussion. Mr.
Hilarlo Clsneros remarked"Now we shall nave
Senator Sumner's sympathy, now that his Ideal
republic in Spain is defunct. Mr. Sumner has a

great affection for young republics struggling "Jtheir childhood, and I hope he will say a good
word for us In Congress. After all," continued he,
"our republic Is not so extremely juvenescent, for
we are now In the sixth year of our existence.
The Cubans present coincided with what Mr.

Clsneros said, so that Mr. Sumner may now con¬
sider himself as retained by the praysrful wish or
the Junta to espouse the cause of a Cuban republic
instead of a Spanish mockery of the term, which
keeps some 400,000 human beings in slavery in the
"Ever faithful Isle."it was reported that some very important news

from Cuba Libre bad been received in New Yorlr
hvVhe arrival of the steamer Crescent City. from.
Havana The patriots have their agents in every

suamwss

Sous are they to avenge the murder o f their
brethren who went out in theVtrginias Great aw
tress reigns among many of the CubaM nere, w o
while ihey had money gave every < entJ;nf* uGfspare for "the cause," and now that so .anyi
their number are out of work Jbey (eel ineceMUythe bitter sting oi poverty. 'b splte of this, no
ever, the majority of them think more ol thtir
country's woes than their own.

THE MASSACRE.

Interview with Passengers from Cuba.
What Mr. Mattos, from Santiago de
Cuba, Has To Say-Alleged Treachery
on the Vlrglnius.The Boat Captured
by the Patriots at .Manxanlllo.Inter¬
esting Details.
As the gray dawn broke over the Narrows yes-

terday tne steamer Crescent City, commanded by
the well known Captain Curtis, was seen forging
her way towards New York. Hardly bad she pro¬
gressed a mile when, thanks to a stout rope, a
IIekald reporter swung himself on board, and a
minute later found himself In the purser's snug¬
gery. The purser kindly consented to introduce
the reporter to several of the passengers, who
gave their views respecting the \ lrglnius tragedy
and affairs in Cuba in general.
The following is the statement of Mr. Louis M.

Mattes, a resident or Philadelphia, who was at
Santiago Ue Cuba during a portion of the massacres
ot the unfortuuates captured ou board tne \ lr-
ginlus:.

I arrived at Santiago de Cuba on the 8th or No¬
vember, on a Hying visit to some of my friends
resident in that city. People who sympathized
with the Cuban canse were afraid to express their
opinions openlv on the subject of the slaughter, on
the 4th of November, of General Ryan, (icneral
Varona, General Jos*5. Jesus del Sol and Mr. Pedro
Cespedes. All friends of Cuba Libre bewailed,
however, from the bottom of their hearts, the
brutal butchery. 1 was stopping in the same house
with the "fiscal" of the court martial, and
from him I gleaned what was transpir¬
ing with reierence to the trial. I did not care to
ask too many questions on the subject, for the
matter was one which pained me to my heart a

core. 1 did not go to see the executions of the un¬
fortunate victims, for I could have done no good
by being present; and, to be frank with you, I
could not have mustered courage to have wit¬
nessed the irightful sight. The jubilations in
Santiago de Cuba were immense, as you can im¬
agine. and the Spaniards were simply beside them¬
selves with joy over the capture or the "pirate"
Virginius. As soon as I could I left-the city ol
blood to return to the United States.

THE ATTACK ON MANZANILLO.
I palled on mr way back to Havana, at Man

zauillo, which is, to the best of my judgment, about
three-ouarters of a mile square, with a population
of about ts ooo souls, und obtained some Information
which has'not yet been published respecting the
attack on that city by the patriot forces lu spUo
of the bombastic reports made by the military
governor of that place that the assailants had at-facked MaSazanlllo on the llth and had been
badlv beaten in the attempt, although they a .

racked the it on every side, so tar so good.
That Is the Spanish version. Now I will tell you
what the real facts of the case are. The patriots
nnmherinir about 1,200, attacked the place at
night, an£ *»er stopping there for several hours
liiiiu-A about f25,000 worth ol property, and lostim.nt 36 men In the task. In many of the houses
pillaged the wounded patriots lcit bloody liav.es

beinnoneTtore a showcase, containing about
tin oou worth of gold work and dlamonus was cap-tured^ so that our friends in the -Mambi" will have
i- many watches aud chains as they want.¦ *
ruin that the patriots are determined to avenge tne
vir^inina massacre In the most relentless fashion.
No ouarter will be given to Spanish prisoners in
the tufure I believe; lor all Ideas oi mercy on their
«uie towards Spanish prisoners must surely be
\\'Antalied irom ttie Cuban mind by the Santiago,

there tS^££££«"'wlieh^the"C'are* Wiu^to give

nsarsr:sfs&s?s$rJn£S&
Dame*

A SPANISH POINT OP VIBW.
Anotner passenger was Mr. JosC \ ega, a tobacco

merchant ofMo 187 Pearl street. This gentlemanbettered that the Spanish authorities were'Justified
in the capture and execution of the \lrglnlusnlratel ife said :-"How is it that the 160 men ou
oonrd the Virginius maoe ao attempt at defence,
bnt allowed themselves to be captured by the lor-
nado's boat Use so many sheep? They had arms
aud boats, but lailed to use either. I
do not consider that the .,8pa1°,,lxlhfovmftnt iq to hiame nt all in im? virSmus matter You must not forget thatS "ariy aUthe Cuban niibusterlng expeditions have
tit-en fitted out in American waters, and that the
Spanish government cannot help leellng very in-

"'jK*vw«S»w2Sr«dmlrw Of Ml* n,lo.
»nd onc^wo. prereuwd wan a sworn on account
ol his patriotism by the Spanish volunteers, lie is
° m? °bj o« o°'tne pfwsengcrs of IJ.Crescent City that the lives of one or more of the
engineers of the Virginias have been spared, on
account of services rendered to Spain, the samefnformant told the Herald reporter that the
snaiiiards are working day and night in strength¬ening Morro Castle and other lorts in and around
the city of Havana.

SHIPWRECKED, THEN MURDERED.

A Waif from the "Slaughter House" of

Santiago «le Cuba.A Dying Man's
Last Letter.
The following letter, written by William Baynard,

mate of the Virginius, was received through the
mails in tills city yesterday by Henry Smith, of So.
60 West street.

St. Jago de CtTBA, Not. 7, 1878.
My Dear Sir.Since I lelt New York In the "Isa¬

bella1' 1 have had bad luck attending me the whole
way. 1 was wrecked in Jacmel, Haytl, In a hurri¬
cane on the 28th of September last, and lost every¬
thing. Then 1 was sent on to Klngscon, Jamaica,
and was waiting lor the "Atlas" to take us to New
York, when 1 was offered a chance as mate of the
steamship "Vlrginlus," to go to I'ort Limon with
passengers, and when we got outside they
made for Cuba, and when we were about
40 miles off the coast of Cuba we were captured
by the Spanish war steamer Tornado and brought
here. Tbev have condemned us all to be shot this
day at three P. M. Tell Mr. Miller, the mate of the
"Water Lilv," and likewise Harry Voss, and he
can tell the "rest of the folks.
Now my time Is short. I am content to die.

knowing 'that I have done notUlng knowingly to
deserve snch a death.
God bless you all Is the (lying prayer of

WILLIAM BAYNARD,
Mate of the brig Isabella.

P. S..Be so kind as to go to Mr. B. Wenberg'ft.
No. 31 Old slip, aud tell them of my fate.
The letter Is written on a sheet of French note

paper, with pale blue transverse rulings, resemb¬
ling a water mark. Poor Baynard wrote an ex¬
tremely neat band, and appears even
while penning thlB last terrible epistle
to have maintained a remarkably calm
demeanor. There is not a false scratch
In the letter. He has been extremely cautions to
insert all his points of quotations, as printed
above, though he omitted all punctuation except¬
ing a period following the word folks. It appears,
however, as though he had commenced to write
the letter to some one else, as It opened with the
words, "My Dear Charles," tne word "Charles"
being subsequently scored out and the word "Sir"
substituted. It is believed that he used the word
"captured" inadvertently for the word chased, as
It was Impossible that, after eight hours' hard pur-
suit, the vessel could have heen only 40 miles
distant from Cuba. It is not a little singn-
lar that he haw not one word to say a^ainsc
the Spaniards, and it is therefore assumed that
those who wished to write to friends were notified
by their captors that they must confine themselves
solely to private personal affairs. It la quite prots-
able that the letter was read by the Spaniards be¬
fore they would allow it to be sent from the
orison No one who reads these last words of a
Jiving man will tnlnk that he Is tolling other than
the troth, or that he had any knowledge when ho
shipped that the vessel was bound on an expedi¬
tionary cruise to Cuba.

GEN. BANES AND CUBA LIBRE.
Speech In Boston for Cuban Indepen¬

dence.
Boston, Nov. M, 1873.

Cnba, Its past, present and future, was the sub¬
ject of a speech by General Banks before the Ly.
ceurn, in the Music Hall, to-night.
He said that the close of the first centnry of re¬

publican government In this country had wit-
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